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IFFS has lost a sentinel figure with the May 25, 2012, death of 
our President, Professor David L. Healy. It is thus with considerable 
ambivalence that I prematurely assume the Presidency in advance of 
my 2013-2016 term. I am saddened by the circumstances but grateful 
for the confidence the IFFS Officers and Board (member society rep-
resentatives) have shown in endorsing my assuming this role earlier 
than planned. The other necessary change was that the role of Past 
President through 2016 will continue to be filled, as it is now, by Basil 
Tarlatzis (IFFS President 2007-2010). We are grateful to Dr. Tarlatzis 
in accepting the responsibility for extended service to IFFS, which in-
cludes being Scientific Chair for the 2016 Congress. All other officers 
and member society representatives on the Board remain in the usual 
sequence, as do other member society representatives on our committees. 
Should I as President become unable to fulfill duties, the Board and 
officers have designated Secretary General Richard Kennedy to fulfill 
this role through the 2013 General Assembly.

Elsewhere in this Newsletter, Professor Healy’s academic career is 
briefly summarized. More detailed obituaries befitting his stellar career 
are available on the web sites of IFFS (http://www.iffs-reproduction.
org/) and the World Endometriosis Society (http://www.endometrio-
sis.ca/), in a Lancet obituary (380:334, 2012) and a forthcoming 
obituary being prepared for Fertility and Sterility. These tributes em-
phasize traits of which IFFS member societies are well aware. David 
was not only an acknowledged leader and facilitator, but the prover-
bial “triple threat” academician. He was a laboratory scientist and 
clinical investigator who made myriad contributions (inhibins and 
activins, relaxin, ART); a fine clinician and surgeon; and an excel-
lent educator. Education was in fact the area in which David brought 
special zeal to IFFS.

Although I have the daunting task of following President Healy, 
in reality this will not be difficult because David already laid the road-
map and because other IFFS officers and member society representa-
tives provide ongoing help and advice. The IFFS Executive Committee 
is superb: Mauricio Abrao, Gabriel de Candolle, Paul Devroey, Rich-
ard Kennedy, Edgar Mocanu and Basil Tarlatzis. Elected member 
society representatives come from nine nations (Argentina, Australia, 
Colombia, Germany, India, Japan, Jordan, Sweden, USA) and are 
more engaged than ever before. Attendance was 100% at our most 
recent meeting in Istanbul. Our organization is thus solid, the culmi-
nation of steps made not only by David but other recent past Presidents 
(Roger Kempers, Bernard Hedon and Basil Tarlatzis in particular). 
Our Secretariat (Talley Management) is anticipatory and efficient. 
I am thus confident that the IFFS mission will continue unimpeded.

Several long-standing goals espoused by David have already been 
consummated or well in progress. The 2013 IFFS/ASRM Congress 
promises to be the largest reproductive medicine meeting ever. The pro-
gram is largely set. We are excited about the 2016 IFFS International 
Congress to be held in India. IFFS 2016 will also be our first triennial 
Congress managed centrally by IFFS, naturally assisted by our member 
societies from India. In the past, IFFS has depended on member societies 
and imposed a financial burden on our host member society. IFFS has 
now assumed this burden. One of David’s innovative goals was estab-
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lishing a yearly international regional meeting. The first was held in 
May 2012, in Sao Paolo, Brazil, just weeks before his demise. The IFFS 
International Workshops begun by our inaugural Education Director, 
Ian Cooke, and continuing under current IFFS Education Director 
Paul Devroey, are prospering. These workshops have been sentinel in 
fulfilling our mission to enhance reproductive health throughout the 
world. The recent partnership involving Ferring, IFFS and Elsevier 
provides stability and allows leverage to new heights. See elsewhere in 
this Newsletter for details of that partnership.

When first learning of his illness in October 2011, David offered 
to resign as President on grounds that he “could not devote 110% 
effort” to our organization. We officers dissuaded him, and for his de-
murring we are grateful. He deftly continued to prod and nurture mul-
tiple endeavors. He remained vigorous and engaged until literally the 
end. We all have the obligation to carry on Professor Healy’s legacy.
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first meeting in the IFFS International Symposium Series 
and it was greatly enhanced by the support of Ferring 
Pharmaceuticals.

To complement the IFFS support agreement, Ferring 
Pharmaceuticals has also signed an agreement with Else-
vier to create an online IFFS-UIT Resource Centre. The 
Resource centre was launched in May 2012. It is published 
by Elsevier under the umbrella of Reproductive Biomedi-
cine Online and hosts open-access and peer-reviewed edu-
cational material on infertility treatment. Professor Bruce 
Dunphy has been appointed as the Editor. The resource 
centre can be found at http://www.iffs-uit.com. IFFS in-
vites you to explore and make full use of this wonderful 
educational resource.

Joe Leigh Simpson, President of the International Federation 
of Fertility Societies said, “The IFFS educational mission includes 
conducting workshops in the developing world to improve repro-
ductive health.  That this is in sync with Ferring’s pharmaceuti-
cal goals represents wonderful synergy.  That a complimentary 
partnership also between Ferring and Elsevier can further promul-
gate online the IFFS content is of additional value.  We in IFFS 
are excited and appreciate the vision of Ferring Pharmaceutical 
and look forward with enthusiasm to expanding our educational 
partnership”.

The funding provided by Ferring Pharmaceuticals 
will support educational and scientific purposes and will 
not be directly related to any Ferring Pharmaceuticals 
product. IFFS is grateful to Ferring Pharmaceuticals for 
its support and looks forward to growing its educational 
offerings.

The International Federation of Fertility So-
cieties (IFFS) is pleased to announce a new 
funding initiative which will help secure spe-

cialist training in reproductive health in underfunded and 
developing countries.

On the 8th of February, 2012 at the Updates in Infertil-
ity Treatment (UIT) meeting in Budapest, Hungary IFFS 
signed a support agreement with Ferring Pharmaceuticals 
that will provide the IFFS with €600,000 over the next 3 
years. This money will be destined for educational and sci-
entific purposes, and the IFFS will devote the funding to 
continue its program of promoting reproductive health 
and human fertility all over the world.

For many years, the IFFS has undertaken an interna-
tional training program, to ensure that doctors specialis-
ing in women’s health have access to the best information 
and training in human fertility. While one in six couples in 
the West suffer from infertility, this is not a problem con-
fined to the developed world. Poorer women’s health and 
high levels of sexually transmitted diseases lead to high 
levels of infertility. Inadequate access to diagnosis and 
treatment, coupled with a lower level of clinical exper-
tise, means that fertility treatment is often unavailable in 
developing countries. In many countries, especially those 
where larger families are considered normal, the inabil-
ity to have even one child can lead to great psychological 
and social stress, which often means that the patients in 
the developing world can be hit harder by burden of in-
fertility. With that in mind, IFFS undertook a workshop 
program in 2003, which has brought expert educational 
opportunities to the developing world. Recent workshops 
have taken place in Uganda, Latvia, Peru and Indonesia. 
IFFS will use the Ferring Pharmaceuticals grant to extend 
the reach of the scientific knowledge and expertise shared 
at these workshops as well as other scientific and educa-
tional meetings.

Michel Pettigrew, President of the Executive Board 
and Chief Operating Officer of Ferring Pharmaceuti-
cals, said; “Infertility is one of Ferring Pharmaceuticals’s 
most important areas and is one that has seen enormous 
progress. We are delighted to start this new educational 
partnership with the IFFS. Even though great progress has 
been made in ART, many challenges still remain as well 
as inequalities in the level of educational support in dif-
ferent parts of the world. This IFFS funding and on-going 
support underscores our continuing commitment to lead-
ership in ART”.

The first meeting under this new partnership took 
place in Sao Paulo in May. “Recent Advances in Endome-
triosis and Reproductive Medicine” was a joint two day 
meeting between Ferring Brazil and IFFS. This was the 
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The International Federation of Fertility Soci-
eties is saddened for the loss of its President 
– Professor David L. Healy. Dr Healy had as-

sumed this position in Munich at the close of our 2010 
Triennial Congress and served far too briefly. He worked 
tirelessly until literally weeks before his untimely death 
on May 25, 2012. The first Australian to hold this IFFS 
post, David was Vale Professor at Monash University (Mel-
bourne). At Monash he was a highly distinguished alum-
nus: BMedSci (Hons) 1971, MBBS (Hons) 1973, and PhD 
1979. His PhD was taken with Henry Burger, and together 
they made multiple contributions in fundamental endo-
crinology. His work on inhibins, activins and relaxin was 
especially pivotal. Recent work focused on endometriosis, 
ART and biomarkers for ovarian cancer pursued as part of 
Australian Ovarian Cancer Study Group, Professor Healey 
left us 255 research publications, 88 chapters, and 8 edited 
books. At Monash he received a Chair in 1990 and became 
Chairman of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecol-
ogy in 1994. He was 1995 President of the Australian Fer-
tility Society, a prominent IFFS member society. In addi-
tion, he held many other positions of leadership and was 
a Fellow Ad eundem of the Royal College of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists. Publications continued into 2012, the 
most recent being in Fertility and Sterility (97:02, 2012) the 
February issue. 

IFFS President Healy was Program Chair for our 2001 
IFFS meeting, held in Melbourne. He was the inaugural 
chair of the IFFS Industry Committee, directing it to genu-
ine functionality. As President-Elect (2007-2010) and then 
President (2010-2012), Professor Healy provided over-
sight over many on-going programs and vision for new ini-

In Memoriam
Professor David L. Healy

tiatives. He was a long-standing supporter of the IFFS in-
ternational workshops which have become transformative 
in fulfilling the IFFS mission. He was absolutely the prime 
driver behind the new IFFS International Regional meet-
ings, now scheduled to be held during those two of three 
years in which the IFFS triennial International Congress 
is not scheduled. His efforts in this regard resulted in the 
very successful first regional meeting, held in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil May 2012. David was also insistent on IFFS manag-
ing our triennial Congresses relieving host member societ-
ies from financial burden. Maneuvering a 60-year-old ship 
in novel directions requires skill and diplomacy, in which 
David abounded. Achieving changes were facilitated by 
his dry and sharp wit, always on display. His opinions were 
rarely in doubt, so meetings were efficiently run. These 
qualities were invaluable in handling the strong personali-
ties around the table, officers and member society repre-
sentatives alike. 

Dr Healey was not all work. His extra-curricular diver-
sions included golf, fine food, good wine, and Australian 
lager. Never, however, did he adapt to the long plane trips 
from “down under” to North America or Europe. His fam-
ily ties were pivotal and the courageous battle fought by his 
wife Lyn, exerted great impact on David. She predeceased 
him; their survivors include children Ross and Meagan.

Despite travails, Professor Healey never took his eye off 
the IFFS ball. He will no longer guide us professionally, but 
his legacy persists. David made us better, a mentor among 
peers. Our appreciation will remain forever, IFFS trans-
formed and poised to thrive following David’s roadmap.

The first formal collaboration between IFFS 
and WHO was established in 2010 under the 
direction of the past IFFS Director of Edu-

cation, Professor Ian Cooke and resulted in the IFFS be-
ing given the status of Non Governmental Organisation 
(NGO). The objective of WHO collaboration with NGOs 
is to promote the policies and strategies derived from the 
decisions of the governing bodies of WHO. The agreed 
activities are intended to contribute to the achievement of 
WHO strategic objective number four, namely to reduce 
morbidity and mortality and improve health during key 
stages of life, including pregnancy, childbirth, the neo-
natal period, childhood and adolescence, and improve 
sexual and reproductive health as set out in the WHO’s 
medium-term strategic plan 2009-2014. 

The plan of work underpinning this collaboration 
supports the WHO objective as well as the fundamental 
principle of the IFFS to promote knowledge and standards 
in infertility practice. Good progress has been made in 
its delivery which is based on the IFFS’ workshop pro-
gramme. At least three workshops have been organised 
each year, some in conjunction with WHO, to address is-
sues associated with infertility and related areas of reproduc-
tive health. The IFFS’ role has been to plan and support 
these, consistent with the wishes of the local population 
requesting assistance. Local involvement is critical and we 
have involved relevant national Societies and other groups 
who work with infertile patients. IFFS traditionally sup-
ports the travel of external experts however the content of 
presentations is that of the experts, and reflects the latest 
in evidence-based practice. WHO has been involved at the 
regional and country level which often has included sup-
port through the WHO-HQ DTO. WHO/IFFS collabora-
tive workshops have been held in Kampala, Alexandria, 
Surabaya, Santiago and Manila. As part of the WHO col-
laboration we narrowly missed success with a joint grant 
application to the European Union to undertake the de-
velopment of a tool to enable community health workers 
to assist patients with understanding infertility. 

World Health Organisation / International Federation 
of Fertility Societies Collaboration

As previously reported the IFFS is also collaborating 
with the WHO in the development of clinical guidelines. 
We have had Ethics, Legal and Social Implementation dis-
cussions for introducing infertility interventions culminat-
ing in November 2010 when IFFS together with the WHO 
and members of the WHO Human Reproduction Scientific 
and Ethics Review Group organized a meeting on the “Ethi-
cal Challenges of Reproductive Medicine”. Furthermore the 
IFFS, has developed a series of practice standards designed 
to reflect the needs and development of a safe global re-
productive health community.

The WHO / IFFS Collaboration has been succesful in 
a nuber of ways and has benefitted from the complemen-
tary expertise and networks that each organisation can ac-
cess. Collaboration such as this enables the more effective 
and timely delivery of key objectives the most central of 
which is the improvement of reproductve health in devel-
oping countries. The IFFS has submitted its plan for the tri-
ennium 2013-15 to include jointly supported workshops, 
an international symposium hosted jointly with the WHO 
in Geneva, the promotion of simplified ART for resource 
limited economies and access to safe infertility practices 
globally to improve maternal and childhealth outcomes. 
The WHO will consider this plan in January 2013. IFFS is 
grateful to Sheryl Vandepoel of the WHO Reproductive 
Health group for her contibution to this plan.

IFFS Secretary General

Richard Kennedy MD

David L. Healy
1948 - 2012
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ESHRE 30th Annual Meeting
June 29 - July 2, 2014

Munich, Germany
www.eshre.eu

IFFS / ASRM Conjoint Meeting
October 12 - 17, 2013

Boston, Massachusetts, USA
www.iffs-reproduction.org

www.asrm.org

ESHRE 29th Annual Meeting 
July 7 - 10, 2013

London, UK
www.eshre.eu

International Calendar

The XIII World Congress of IFFS was held in Marrake-
ch, Morocco, October 1-6, 1989. The President of IFFS was 
Kurt Semm, Kiel, West Germany and the host President of 
the Congress was Y. Boutaleb, Morocco. When Morocco 
was awarded the site for the congress, Marrakech lacked 
sufficient quality hotel rooms to support the congress. As-
surances were given that hotels would be built in time for 
the beginning of congress. As the deadline approached, 
under pressure by the government, several new hotels 
were completed, though many guests found their rooms 
still in the last stages of construction. The scientific pro-
gram itself was excellent and the social events were memo-
rable. By that year, 1989, the number of countries with na-
tional fertility societies that had become members of the 
federation had grown to 30. 

The XIV World Congress of IFFS was held in Caracas, 
Venezuela, in late November, 1992. The President of IFFS 

#10
was S. Sakamoto, Tokyo, Japan and the host President of 
the congress was Otto Rodriquez-Armas, Caracas, Venezu-
ela. The Venezuelan President Perez himself participated 
in the opening ceremonies. He was heavily protected by 
military security. Four days later with the IFFS congress 
still in session there was a military coup and the congress 
center and nearby hotels came under gun fire. The gov-
ernment was overthrown. None of the over 2500 congress 
registrants were injured. Jean Cohen of Paris, France be-
came the IFFS President at conclusion of the congress. 
During his term he introduced the concept of conducting 
workshops on infertility and related topics in underdevel-
oped countries. He organized and participated in several 
of these international workshops including one in Viet 
Nam where the three IFFS speakers gave their lectures in 
French. He also began the IFFS Newsletter which thereaf-
ter was published twice a year and distributed at the yearly 
ESHRE and the ASRM meetings.

Roger D. Kempers, MD

History of the International 
Federation of
Fertility Societies
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Emeritus
Mayo Clinic School of Medicine

XIV World Congress of 
IFFS, November 22-27, 
1992, Caracas, Venezuela. 
Left center, O. Rodriguez 
Armas, host congress 
President, R. Edwards, UK, 
S. Sakamoto, Japan, Presi-
dent IFFS, R. Harrison, 
Secretary-General IFFS.

XIII World Congress of IFFS, October 
1-6, 1986. Marrakech, Morocco. 
A. Gallinat, L. Mettler, Germany, 
Secretary-General of German Society 
for study of Fertility and Sterility, K. 
Semm, Germany,President IFFS.

XIV World Congress of IFFS, November 22-27, 1992. Caracas, Venezuela. 
President of Venezuela, Carlos Andres Perez, presenting Order of Andres Bello 
to seven IFFS physicians, three shown here with their violet sashes. S. Saka-
moto, Japan, President of IFFS is in mid photo. To his left O. Rodriguez Armas, 
Venezuela, with sash, host congress President; E. Johannisson, Switzerland, 
Treasurer; W. Thompson, Northern Ireland., Asst. Treasurer; J. Cohen, President 
elect; R. Harrison, Ireland, Secretary General; J. Sciarra, USA, President FIGO.

XIII World Congress of IFFS 
October 1-6, 1986. Marrakech, 
Morocco. L.Mettler, Germany, 
teaching at pre congress lapa-
roscopic surgery workshop.

Approximately five million children have been 
born worldwide as a result of assisted repro-
ductive technology (ART). These techniques 

are now practised independently in most of the world’s na-
tions. At the inception of ART, concerns were expressed as 
to the wellbeing of the offspring resulting from these new 
technologies and whilst the vast majority of ART children 
are healthy, these concerns demand our close attention.

There have been many publications on the incidence 
of birth defects following in vitro fertilisation (IVF) and 
related treatments, the majority showing a small but signif-
icant increase in the likelihood of a birth defect following 
either IVF or Intra Cytoplasmic Sperm Injection (ICSI) or 

both. The interpretation of this data is difficult for a vari-
ety of reasons among them incomplete datasets, ascertain-
ment bias, a variety of confounding factors and the rarity 
of specific abnormalities. The most plausible informa-
tion has arisen from national datasets particularly where 
there are established links between ART activity and child 
health registries. A recent publication from Australia led 
to significant media interest by concluding that ICSI led 

Safety in ART

to a significantly increased chance of a birth defect com-
pared to IVF which itself led to no increase above natural 
conception.

To make sense of the currently available information, 
the IFFS has led an initiative to establish an international 
collaboration on patient safety between a group of organ-
isations including the American Society for Reproductive 
Medicine (ASRM), the International Committee Monitoring 
Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ICMART) and Society 
for Assisted Reproductive Technology (SART). At the 
time of writing we anticipate that ESHRE will join subject 
to agreement of their Executive in September. The initial 
task of this group is to reach consensus on whether ART 
increases the possibility of a birth defect. The group will 
then go on to examine other key questions on the safe-
ty of ART, for example cancer risk in women who have 
received ovarian stimulation and Ovarian Hyper Stimu-
lation Syndrome. This initiative is also welcomed by the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) who have recently in-
creased their activity in infertility and this will form part 
of the IFFS/WHO collaboration plan 2013-15. We expect 
the first consensus statement to be released in time for the 
ASRM meeting in San Diego.

As ART technologies evolve and new variants are es-
tablished (Vitrification, IVM, PGS) so the need for robust 
outcome data becomes even more important. Nations un-
dertaking relatively small numbers of ART cycles will not 
be able to independently answer, with any degree of reli-
ability, questions on birth defects. To enable specific ques-
tions on the impact of these new technologies, particularly 
on the incidence of rarer abnormalities, will require inter-
national collaboration in order to establish large datasets. 
Furthermore, information from all nations is important 
to ensure variation in demographic and environmental 
impact is captured. The IFFS calls upon its member societ-
ies to promote and facilitate national data collection and 
to make this data available to international surveillance. 
Through this type of collaboration we will be able to more 
effectively address questions on outcome and treatment 
safety and more importantly enable patients to have reli-
able information before entering treatment programmes.

IFFS Secretary General

Richard Kennedy MD

3D illustration of an Intra Cytoplasmic Sperm Injection (ICSI)
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Photographs courtesy of the Greater Boston Convention & Visitors Bureau.
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