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Message from
the President

Linda C. Giudice, MD, PhD
President, IFFS (2019–2022)

Welcome to the Fall 2019 IFFS Newsletter! Since our last edition, our 
organization has been busy fulfilling our mission to stimulate research, 
disseminate educational information, and encourage superior clinical 
care of patients in all aspects of reproductive and fertility medicine 
globally, so that all women and men have access to quality fertility 
and reproductive health care as a fundamental human right. In this 
newsletter, I highlight what we are doing as a non-state actor (NSA) 
in official relations with the World Health Organization (WHO), 
provide an update on our educational and scientific activities across 
the globe in 2019, and discuss how IFFS is preparing for innovation in 
our global programs through a rigorous strategic plan to assure fertility 
and reproductive rights for all. 
As an NSA in official relations with WHO, the IFFS has been 
promoting and developing educational initiatives in the field of 
reproductive health in support of WHO aims and objectives, and 
the renewed focus and prioritization WHO has given to infertility as 
a disease. We are in alignment with WHO priorities, including the 
development of WHO Fertility Guidelines, fertility and endometriosis 
awareness and education goals, effects of environment on human 
reproduction, and procreation as a fundamental human right. 
The 2019-2021 Plan for Collaboration between WHO and IFFS 
aims to support WHO’s efforts in increasing knowledge and skills 
in reproductive health through educational activities; supporting 
increased access to safe, cost-effective care; supporting the development 
of research capacity; and advocating for infertility care and strategies 
that decrease the likelihood of infertility.
Some recent IFFS activities include: 
 • Successfully renewed IFFS Collaboration Plan with  
  WHO 2019-2022
 • IFFS leadership attendance at the annual WHO HRP  
  Policy and Coordination Committee in Geneva
 • IFFS leadership participated in and supported, in part, the  
  WHO Global Summit on Safety and Access to Fertility Care  
  in December 2017
 • IFFS leadership participation in WHO Symposium on  
  “Global Call to Action to Enhance Fertility Care” at the  
  annual ASRM Scientific Congress and Expo in Philadelphia  
  on October 15, 2019
 • IFFS leades are members of the Clinical Guidelines Steering  
  Group developing the WHO Fertility Guidelines
Our educational and scientific programs have burgeoned during 
2019, through collaborations with our member organizations 
and innovations promoted by our dedicated IFFS professionals in 
education and science. I extend my thanks to Mark Hamilton of the 
British Fertility Society and Richard Kennedy, IFFS Immediate Past 
President, for an extraordinary effort on curriculum-based workshops 
with curriculum development, including a syllabus for MDs in 
reproductive medicine training and modular programs supporting 
nurse education in infertility, and an approved Guide to Learning. The 

latter contains 20 domains including epidemiology to embryo transfer 
to ethical aspects of ART to managing fertility care in natural diasters.
Specifically, just in the second half of 2019, we have conducted/will 
conduct educational workshops for health care professionals, including 
physicians, nurses and embryologists, on fertility and reproductive 
health in:
 • IFFS/RAHR Workshop, Ulan Ude, Russia/Siberia (clinical  
  and embryology)
 • IFFS/RAHR Workshop, Rostov-on-Don, Russia  
  (contemporary potential of genetic testing)
 • IFFS consultancy with the Assisted Conception Unit of  
  the Women’s Hospital of the Costa Rican Security Fund,  
  Costa Rica

 • IFFS/FERSOG Workshop, Accra, Ghana (management of  
  infertility, assisted conception)
 • IFFS/IFS/Fertivision Workshop, New Delhi, India  
  (ovarian stimulation)
Our 22nd IFFS World Congress was held April 10-14, 2019 in 
Shanghai and was hughly successful – scientifically, clinically, 
educationally, and financially – with over 4500 attendees.
Our journal, Global Reproductive Health (GRH), with Editor-in-
Chief Dr. Alan DeCherney, has been a major success. Also, the IFFS 
Surveillance (Editor-in-Chief, Steven Ory) was published in GRH in 
April 2019 and was showcased at the World Congress in Shanghai. 
We are working on our communications, social media and the 
website, and will improve these over the next year. The hard work and 
dedication of the leadership and staff are gratefully acknowledged for 
these successes, and for collectively improving our communications 
under the leadership of Antti Perheentupa.
With regard to finances, our leadership is pursuing diversifying our 
portfolio for various revenue streams. These include revenues from 
our triennial World Congresses, unrestricted educational grants from 
corporate sponsors, new partnerships, and gifts and endowments. 
Moreover, we established a Corporate Advisory Board whose agenda 
is to raise awareness about infertility among the lay public as well as 
primary care physicians and general reproductive health care providers. 
We are very excited about pursuing this important dimension to 
procreation as a fundamental human right. Also, within the past year, 
we have endorsed the Updates in Infertility Treatment (UIT) 2020 
meeting in Seville, and several of our leadership team have participated 
in the planning committee for this important educational program.
Since ESHRE in Vienna in June 2019, we have been organizing a 
Strategic Plan meeting on October 11, 2019 in Philadelphia at the 
ASRM Scientific Conference and Expo. Seven breakout groups will 
be assessing our strengths, challenges, and innovative paths forward 
for 2019-2022. These groups include: Education, Communication, 
Standards and Practice, Membership, Advocacy/Partnerships, Research, 
and Finances. We have enormous potential and a superb team in our 
Board of Directors, Executive Leadership Group, Members, and our 
Secretariat. I have great confidence that our collective energies will set 
the IFFS on a unique path to assure that all women and men have 
access to quality fertility and reproductive health care - a fundamental 
human right - across the globe. 

Respectfully submitted,
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Our Leadership
The elected IFFS leadership includes world-renowned global reproduction and fertility specialists. IFFS leaders are 
responsible for creating and delivering some of the leading medical education content that supports care delivery 
and successful patient outcomes throughout the world.

IFFS NON-STATE ACTOR (NSA) LIAISONS
FIGO: Ivonne Diaz Yamal (Colombia)
ICMART: David Adamson (USA)

2019 - 2022 IFFS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President  
Linda Giudice (USA)

Immediate Past President  
Richard Kennedy (UK)

President Elect 
Edgar Mocanu (Ireland)

Secretary General   
Zi-Jiang Chen (China)

Assistant Secretary General 
Oladapo Ashiru (Nigeria)

Treasurer 
Marcos Horton (Argentina)

Assistant Treasurer  
Rishma Pai (India)

Director, Medical Education 
Paul Devroey (Belgium)

Assistant Director, Medical Education 
Bruce Dunphy (Canada) 

Audit Committee Chair 
Svetlana Rechitsky (USA)  

Past President/Special Advisor  
Joe Leigh Simpson (USA)

Scientific Director 
Bart Fauser (Netherlands)

Director of Development  
Tina Buchholz (Germany)

Global Reproductive Health 
Editor in Chief 
Alan DeCherney (USA)

Past President/Special Advisor  
Basil Tarlatzis (Greece)

Communications Director  
Antti Perheentupa (Finland)

Director, Corporate Affairs  
Hrishikesh Pai (India)

 
 

Special Advisor 
Anna Veiga (Spain) 

IFFS DIRECTORS AND SPECIAL APPOINTEES

American Society of Reproductive Medicine 
Fertility Society of Australia
Association for Fertility and Reproductive Health (Nigeria)  
British Fertility Society
Chilean Fertility Society

Obstetrical and Gynecological Society of Malaysia
Russian Association of Human Reproduction
Finnish Gynecological Association
Japanese Society of Reproductive Medicine

IFFS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBER SOCIETIES

Member society representatives serve staggered 9-year terms and are elected at the triennial General Assembly.
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IFFS Consultancy in Costa Rica
Marcos Horton, MD, IFFS Treasurer

In 2012, the Interamerican Court 
for Human Rights ruled in favor 
of allowing IVF in Costa Rica 
(previously banned). In the 

following years private practice clinics 
have opened in the country and IVF 
activity has been rapidly increasing 
ever since. 

In July 2019, health authorities 
in Costa Rica created a public 
Reproductive Medicine Unit 
(Unidad de Medicina Reproductiva 
de Alta Complejidad, UMRAC) 
in the Hospital de las Mujeres Dr. 
Adolfo Carit Eva, a public Hospital 
in downtown San José. 

As part of the implementation of public IVF services in Costa Rica, 
the UMRAC started a validation process and chose IFFS as an external 
organization to provide consulting services in the implementation of 
the first round of patients undergoing ART procedures. 

An IFFS consulting task force was assembled to assess, evaluate, and 
collaborate in the medical and embryological aspects of ART, quality 
control, and quality assurance protocols, and general safety and efficacy 

strategies to be implemented. A team of six experts was selected to 
assist the medical and laboratory staff in Costa Rica during a three-
week period spanning September to October 2019. The IFFS team 
members are:
 • Embryologists: Rachel Cutting (UK), Virginia Bolton (UK),  
  Claudio Bisioli (Argentina)

 • Clinicians: Paul Devroey (Belgium), Steve Ory (US), Marcos  
  Horton (Argentina)

This exciting new venture for IFFS aligns with our mission and 
complies with our commitments as an NSA organization in official 
relations with the WHO. IFFS is excited to explore similar initiatives 
in the future. 

Rachel Cutting and Marcos Horton 
arriving for the first shift

Marcos Horton with the UMRAC 
clinical team reviewing cases of the 
second round of patients undergoing 
IVF in the unit 

The UMRAC team at the Hospital de 
las Mujeres Dr. Adolfo Carit in San José

The past year has seen the IFFS Board working hard to drive our 
ambition to deliver high-quality educational opportunities 
for health care professionals (HCPs) across a range of 
disciplines. The curriculum based workshop program is one 

of a number of systems focused on the needs of those working in areas 
of the world where access to education may be difficult.

The program provides materials/support to consolidate existing 
educational systems across a variety of settings. It is essential that 
ownership of the educational program is retained at local/national level 
and prior to the delivery of a workshop, dialogue with local educational 
leads facilitates a match of supply to the needs of those seeking training 
with respect to:   

 a. Constituency (doctors/nurses/scientists) 
 b. Requirement (knowledge/skills/experience) 
 c. Level (core/advanced) 

The workshops reference a number of useful written materials which 
can be used to assist educators. These include a detailed Guide to 
Learning, as well as governance methodology such as sample Trainer/
Trainee Registration, Appraisal, and Assessment paperwork.  

We have now conducted four such workshops; the most recent took 
place in the Baltic States where we were joined by faculty and delegates 

from Lithuania, Estonia and 
Latvia. 150 registrants enjoyed 
2½ days of lectures, case 
studies, and interaction with 
the local and international 
faculty, covering a breadth of 
material relating to the general 
management of the infertile 
and assisted conception. Our 
thanks are extended to Prof 
Andres Salumets and Dr. Zivile 

Cerkiene from the Baltic Fertility Society for all their hard work in 
making the workshop such a success. The introduction of a modular 
program for nursing skills in fertility care in collaboration with the 
Nursing and Midwifery Council of Nigeria was a tremendous and 
lasting legacy of another workshop held in Lagos in 2018 Lagos.

The latest curriculum-based workshop took place in Accra, Ghana 
in September 2019. We enjoyed working with Dr. Edem Hiadzi 
and colleagues from the Fertility Society of Ghana (FERSOG). The 
program was graced by the presence of the First Lady of Ghana and 
the audience enjoyed a historical lecture by Prof Osato Giwa-Osagie 
of the University of Lagos on “The History of IVF in West Africa”. 

The IFFS Curriculum Based Workshop Program
A Summary of Progress with a Special Focus on our September 2019 Workshop in Ghana
Mark Hamilton, MD, FRCOG

Tallin Estonia, Baltic Fertility Society 
Faculty 2018
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The course addressed infertility 
from initial investigations 
to advanced ART including 
laboratory and genetic aspects. 
The audience included: nurses, 
embryologists, general OB-
GYN, OB-GYN trainees, 
infertility specialists, and even 
a general practitioner! We held 
separate nurses and laboratory 
workshops, case discussions, 
and lectures. The Minister of 
Gender, Children and Social 

Protection acknowledged and appreciated the efforts of the Reproductive 
Medicine community by her presence and encouragement. There was 

a session led by The African Network and Registry for Assisted 
Reproductive Technology (ANARA). At the conclusion of the 
workshop with FERSOG, the nurses group formed the Ghanaian 
Infertility Nurses Group 
committed to furthering their 
collective knowledge and skills 
in the field, which will support 
increased access to fertility care 
in Ghana.

A big effort is now underway 
to develop e-learning package 
support for the curriculum-
based approach to our educational outreach. We believe that  
on-line learning will have a major role not only in covering a defined 
syllabus in early training but also in supporting a broader “trained” 
audience requiring access to, and evidence of participation in, relevant 
continuing medical education (CME). The expanded global impact 
of on-line availability of high quality e-learning resources is a much 
needed and important aspect of our continued work.

Education is at the heart of IFFS life. After all, surely improved access 
to training is an aspiration we can all agree on? Better trained HCPs will 
provide better care in better facilities with better outcomes for patients.

Ghana’s Minister of Gender, Children and 
Social Protection

Newly Formed Ghanaian Infertility Nurses Group 2019

Faculty of the Nigeria Workshop 2018

Ian Craft (11 July 1937 – 3 June 2019) a Professor of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, and a pioneer of fertility treatment, died on 
3rd of June 2019 at the age of 81. He was one of the pioneers in 
IVF following the birth of Louise Brown in 1978 and recorded 

many firsts. Working as Professor at the Royal Free Hospital, his unit 
recorded Europe’s first IVF twins in 1982 and Britain’s first triplets in 
1984. He also achieved the first birth using donor eggs in 1987 and 
the first successful frozen embryo birth in 1990. His unit was the first 
clinic in Britain to be granted a license to create embryos using the 
ICSI (intra cytoplasmic sperm injection) technique. 

He also did a lot of pioneering work on drugs used in IVF. Most 
notable in this regard was his clinic being the first to record a successful 
birth using the down-regulation drug Buserelin in 1985.

He was a very hardworking man, with a passion for excellence and an 
unassailable desire to assist couples with Fertility challenges. His clinic 
was one of the few that offered treat-ment to post-menopausal women 
using donor eggs. This led to successful births in 1997 to Liz Burtle, a 
60-year-old farmer, and in 2001 to Lynn Bezant who delivered twins.

He trained many clinicians and scientists many of whom described 
him as kind-hearted, intelligent, and one not shy to confront 
controversial issues.

Ian Craft was born in Wanstead and educated at St Mary’s Convent 
and later Dame Alice Owen’s school for boys in Islington. He went to 
Westminster Medical School and upon graduation decided to specialize 
in obstetrics and gynecology. He was appointed Professor of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at the Royal Free Hospital in 1976.

In 1985, he established an IVF unit at the Cromwell Hospital and later 
established his own private fertility unit, the London Fertility Centre on 
Harley Street. His practice at Harley street always had an international 
flavor, with doctors drawn from across the world. At some point he had 
every continent represented on his staff. Many Nigerians went for IVF 
treatment in his clinic in the early 1980s.

Outside work Ian Craft was a private man. He was an art lover and  
had a private collection spanning several decades. He loved Opera, 
theatre and live classical concerts. He is sur-vived by his two sons 
Simon and Adrian.

Professor Ian Craft was a true giant and a courageous ART Practitioner, 
and his unit was quite a behemoth of his time. 

May his soul rest in perfect peace. Adieu Professor Ian Craft.

In Memory of Ian Craft
Contributed by Oladapo Ashiru, MBBS, PhD,  IFFS Assistant Secretary General
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The online publication market is 
extremely rigorous, with multiple 
areas of competition for Global 
Reproductive Health the IFFS 

journal. Yet we continue to persevere, lead, 
and endure. Our focus is to publish articles 
that are generated in our various meetings and 
workshops in addition to publications by our 
Editorial Board.

We are listed in the directory of open access 
journals OAJ. (DOAJ) We are cited in Global 
Scholar. This is equivalent to Pub Med in this 
specific group of journals. Although we have 
multiple areas of focus (listed below): infertility, 
reproductive endocrine, age, and endometriosis 
seem to be a specific area of interest.   

Six months ago we initiated “Edgar’s Contest”, 
inspired by President Elect Edgar Mocanu; at 
the end of the year we will give a prize to the 
best publication based on original data. We 
welcome our social media exposure and feel that the recent initiation 
of individual membership in IFFS is important so that we can 
identify readers.   

In the future we look forward to publishing position papers and 
guidelines generated by IFFS. We aim to publish small articles (up 
to 1,500 words) with one illustration and five to 10 references, in 
addition to original articles both submitted and invited. Currently 

we are receiving approximately 2,000 hits per 
month. We have rolling content and publish 
one volume per year, with four segments.

Our editorial board is made up of distinguished 
leaders in the field of reproduction and young 
individuals with great promise. Our peer 
process is precise and kind. Our current 
breakdown in previous volumes was 25% 
brief reports, review articles 20%, invited 
brief reports 17% and original articles with 
original date 13% and commentaries and 
editorials 7%. Wolters Kluwer, our publisher, 
has been extremely cooperative and helpful in 
promoting our journal.

We look forward to covering and publishing 
the activities and presentations of the various 
excellent meetings and workshops that IFFS 
participates in. Contributions are welcome 
from healthcare professionals and researchers 
in the following areas: fertility control, 

periconceptual health, sexual health, reproductive genetics, early 
pregnancy loss, gynecological practice related to reproductive health, 
reproductive surgery, imaging, epidemiology of reproduction, service 
delivery, science and practice of assisted reproduction, quality and 
safety systems, and health economics relevant to this area.

We look forward to publishing papers presented at ASRM and we 
look forward to publishing these contributions with enthusiasm.

Global Reproductive Health: Update
Alan H. DeCherney, MD
Editor-in-Chief, Global Reproductive Health

GLOBAL

HEALTH
Reproduc ive

INTERNATIONAL 
FEDERATION 
OF FERTILITY 
SOCIETIES

For Promotional Purposes

Editor-in-Chief:  Alan H. DeCherney
Deputy Editor: Sheryl Van der poel

GRH_OA_Cover_8.5x11-R1.indd   3 6/6/17   2:00 PM

The African Fertility Society (AFS) had a stakeholders 
meeting in Vienna on the 24th of June, 2019 during 
the annual ESHRE meeting. The meeting which 
was co-sponsored by IFFS had a decent turnout with 

representatives from Cameroon, Egypt, Ghana, Nigeria, Togo, and 
South Africa.

Deliberations at the meeting focused on the need to review and ratify 
the drafted by-laws of the Association. Members were encouraged to 
thoroughly review and make necessary corrections and suggestions for 
the Constitution Review Committee to present at the next meeting to 
be held in Cairo, Egypt on November 28th & 29th, 2019. 

It was also suggested that the name of the Association (AFS) should 
renamed African Fertility Federation Society (AFFS) to encourage 
a more global participation on the African Continent.  This will be 
ratified at the next meeting in Cairo. It was proposed that an election 
of new executives will be held at the next South African Conference 
in Cape Town in April 2020.     

The planning committee consisting of six delegates from five African 
countries were constituted to plan the next meeting in Cape Town.

[AFS] African delegates with AFS President Oladapo A. Ashiru after the AFS 
General Meeting in Vienna, following the 2019 ESHRE Conference.

African Fertility Society News
Oladapo Ashiru, MBBS, PhD, IFFS Assistant Secretary General
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World Congress by the Numbers

Leadership at the 2019 World Congress in Shanghai

4500 
PARTICIPANTS

including more than 

500 
INTERNATIONAL ATTENDEES

Japanese Society of  
Reproductive Medicine

European Society for  
Human Reproduction  

and Embryology

American Society of 
Reproductive MedicineAfrican Fertility Society
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