
IFFS SPRING NEWSLETTER
June 2022 Edition | www.iffsreproduction.org

JOIN US IN PERSON AT THE IFFS WORLD CONGRESS IN ATHENS 11 - 14 SEPTEMBER 2023

SIGN UP 
FOR OUR

 NEWSLETTER
SCAN HERE



2 IFFS SPRING NEWSLETTER 2022

Welcome!
Message From Our President

I want to invite you and your Society to bring local knowledge, concerns, aspirations to the fore, to create dialogue 
and in the end speak with a very loud and clear One Voice for the infertile.
Policy makers and governments rarely listen to the infertile patients or their healthcare providers.  Persuading them 
to take a different stance is usually futile at an individual country level.  But how can anybody not listen when many 
or, even better, the majority of world countries speak together, one voice for the infertile, through their own organi-
sation, the IFFS.  Can policy makers ignore this? Can any individual government ignore it? I leave it up to you to judge 
the answer.

Meanwhile, there is no time to lose.  So, I invite all established National Societies that either represent the infertil-
ity/ reproductive medicine profession or the Obstetrics & Gynaecology Societies that have reproductive medicine 
members, to JOIN THE IFFS.  The membership fee is not onerous, 1 USD for each member, capped at USD 1,000.  I 
also invite societies that have been busy and did not have the opportunity to renew their membership to contact 
our Secretariat and re-join the IFFS.

Furthermore, for countries where the germination of a Society has not started yet do contact the IFFS so we can 
help you develop a Constitution and eventually create a National Fertility Society.   At EHSRE 2022 in Milan I am invit-
ing all Presidents of existing member Societies and aspiring Societies to network, discuss and familiarise themselves 
with the latest educational activities and initiatives IFFS is undertaking.

Distinguished colleagues, a theatre is only offering a stage for a play. It does not restrict, control or influence the 
show.  Such is the IFFS, too.  A stage for the biggest show on earth, the show of helping new life, of bringing joy to 
couples that cannot have children without help, of inspiring doctors to pursue this career and reassuring infertile 
patients that help is at hand.  But also, the stage where we must start speaking with One Voice.

Is your Society an actor in the play or it wishes to remain a spectator?  Both yesterday and tomorrow do not exist.  It 
is today that you have to make a decision and thus create the tomorrow. I hope you and your Society wishes to be 
part of a tomorrow that you can influence.  The tomorrow our patients deserve. You must!

With deepest respect,

Edgar Mocanu
Your IFFS President

Dear Presidents of Member Societies,
I am eager to connect with you today and humbled you entrust-
ed me to represent the IFFS on the global stage.

It is this part of “representing you on the global stage” that I would like 
to address in my first letter to you.  The IFFS I foresee emerging is not 
one where the Society is the umbrella but the total opposite.  The IFFS 
is here to be the stage from where to speak, the support for your ef-
forts and the launching platform for your dreams of a better world for 
the infertile.  A world where education of providers, access to services 
and early treatments should be easily available and part of the basket 
of services to be offered by health services in each and every country 
on the planet. Infertility is a disease and we have a duty to offer treat-
ment.  It is part of the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals. Goals 3: 
Good Health and Wellbeing.

Dr. Edgar Mocanu - IFFS President
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Our Leadership

The elected IFFS leadership includes world-renowned global reproduc-
tion and fertility specialists. IFFS leaders areresponsible for creating 
and delivering some of the leading medical education content that sup-

ports care delivery and successful patient outcomes throughout the world.

IFFS Executive Committee

President Secretary General

Envoy to International Organisations

Assistant Secretary General

Director of Communications

President Elect
Dr. Edgar Mocanu Dr. Marcos Horton Prof. Oladapo Ashiru

Prof. Zi-Jiang Chen Dr. Antti Perheentupa

Prof. Eileen Manalo

IFFS Directors & Special Appointees
Director of Global Educational Activities Scientific Director
Dr. Luca Gianaroli Prof. Bart Fauser

Treasurer Immediate Past President Assistant Treasurer
Dr. Rishma Pai Prof. Linda Giudice Dr. Svetlana Rechitsky

Surveillance Editor-in-Chief Editor in Chief, GRH
Dr. Steven Ory Prof. Alan DeCherney
Past President/Special Advisor Past President / Special Advisor
Prof. Joe Leigh Simpson Dr. Richard Kennedy
Past President/Special Advisor Past ESHRE Chair / Special Advisor
Prof. Basil Tarlatzis Dr. Anna Veiga

American Society of Reproductive MedicineChilean Society of Reproductive Medicine

IFFS Board of Directors Membership Societies
Association for Fertility & Reproductive Health

Belgian Society for Reproductive Medicine Turkish Society for Reproductive Medicine
Japanese Society of Reproductive Medicine

Fertility Society of Australia

Russian Association of Human Reproduction
Mexican Association of Reproductive Medi-
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Our worldwide mission is to stimulate 
research, disseminate educational in-
formation, and promote the superior 
clinical care of patients in all aspects of 
reproductive and fertility medicine. 

American Society of Reproductive Medicine

IFFS Board of Directors Membership Societies

Turkish Society for Reproductive Medicine

Fertility Society of Australia

Mexican Association of Reproductive Medi-
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From The Editor

We welcome everyone to 
the spring edition of the IFFS 
e-Newsletter 2022

We welcome 
everyone to 
the spring edi-

tion of the IFFS e-News-
letter 2022.It is hoped 
that this medium will 
provide an opportunity 
for global connectivity, 
thereby providing a 
global village on Fertil-
ity and Reproductive 
Health. 

The spring edition 
focused on the cur-
rent activities of IFFS 
leadership, various 
committees, and the 
upcoming world con-
gress in Athens, which 
should be a must-at-
tend by all in repro-

ductive health.
We will welcome con-
tributions from our 
federating societies 
to their activities. It 
would be great to send 
exciting news about 
activities in the area. 
The experience of the 
Pandemic in the last 
two years has created 
a novel opportunity 
for us to participate in 
several webinars, vir-
tual conferences, and 
physical meetings. 
It is the responsibility 
of every National Fer-
tility Society to ensure 
they are active in the 
IFFS that provides a 
global forum for col-
lective representation.

Please stay in touch 
and stay connected.

Oladapo A. Ashiru
IFFS Secretary-General 
& Editor, 
IFFS e-Newsletter

JUNE IS WORLD INFERTILITY AWARENESS MONTH
The International Federation of Fertility Societies (IFFS) as the global umbrella for world fertility soci-
eties is happy to celebrate the month of June as the Infertility Awareness month. We are launching 
a social media campaign and also publish below comments from some of the leaders of IFFS.

“Infertility is a medical condition. The fact that world population continues to grow is not 
a valid excuse to not offer medical care for all the infertile”

“All women and men desiring a family should have access to basic investigations, in a 
medical setting”

“Fertility education and contraceptive advice should be equally promoted and funded. 
Both serve a noble purpose, preserving the right of women and men to establish or not 
establish a family, when desired”

Dr. Edgar Mocanu, 
President IFFS
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WORLD INFERTILITY AWARENESS MONTH

The world community can never over-emphasize the physical, emo-
tional, stress, and mental factors associated with infertility. The effect 
is heightened in Countries without the necessary infrastructure and 
means. Therefore global and equal priority must be given to infertili-
ty prevention, fertility promotion, access to fertility.

Prof. Oladapo A. Ashiru
Secretary-General IFFS

Age appropriate sex education programmes should be regularly carried out amongst 
young people.
This should also incorporate ‘Fertility awareness’ so as to avoid pregnancy if not planned 
and to be able to achieve parenthood when desired.

Dr Rishma Pai
Treasurer IFFS

Women delaying their childbearing is one of the greatest contrib-
utors to the rising incidence of infertility the world over. Couples 
should be made aware of this and be advised to seek help early so 
they can be guided regarding their options in fertility management 
should they choose to delay their childbearing plans. A history of oli-
go /amenorrhea, endometriosis, tubal disease or male factor issues 
should prompt early investigation and management for these cou-
ples.

Successful pregnancies do not happen overnight. Fertility management is a process and 
may take time for some couples. It is important that couples seek help from their fertility 
specialist who will guide them through their work-up and treatment in the shortest time 
and with the least cost possible.

National Fertility Societies especially in developing countries, on their part, should en-
sure that access to both basic and advanced fertility care / ART is made available to all 
sectors of society.

Prof EILEEN M. MANALO
Assistant Secretary-General IFFS
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IFFS-MERCK FOUNDATION JOINT GLOBAL
 WEBINAR ON INFERTILITY AWARENESS

FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT: https://www.iffsreproduction.org/
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IFFS-MERCK FOUNDATION JOINT GLOBAL
 WEBINAR ON INFERTILITY AWARENESS

IFFS ACADEMY

The IFFS has established its Academy under the leadership 
of the Director of Education, Luca Gianaroli. The purpose 
of the Academy is to develop online educational content 
on behalf of the IFFS. The Academy consists of thirty spe-
cialists drawn from different member societies represent-
ing different constituencies – clinical, scientific, nursing - 
and each able to provide content expertise across the field 
of reproductive medicine. The Academy came together 
through a “Teach the Teachers” course hosted by the Uni-
versity of Turku aimed at improving knowledge and skills 
in the techniques related to delivery of online medical 
education.

The work of the Academy began at the end of 2021 on 
the first IFFS online course titled Quality and Safety in Assisted Reproduction and 
Infertility. This course is a comprehensive programme of learning about the sys-
tems and processes necessary to facilitate a high quality infertility service. It con-
sists of four modules and includes subjects areas such as clinical governance, risk 
management, quality systems in the laboratory, staff performance and audit. This 
course is suitable for practitioners starting working in the field of reproductive 
medicine and also those who wish to consolidate their knowledge of Quality and 
Safety processes, is accredited learning for continuing medical education and can 
provides knowledge in quality and safety processes certifiable through the includ-
ed knowledge assessment. Access to this course is obtained through the IFFS web-
site https://iffsacademy.org/

The IFFS Academy is currently developing its second course titled “Introduction 
to infertility”. As its title suggests, this course will appeal to any practitioner want-
ing to acquire a basic knowledge and understanding of infertility, its diagnosis 
and initial management. Content includes subject areas such as relevant anatomy 
and physiology, aetiology, prevention, diagnostic tests, the infertility consult and 
the initial management of common conditions leading to infertility. This course is 
scheduled for launch at ESHRE 2022 and will be accessible through the link above, 
so watch this space.
The future programme for the Academy over the next 24 months is taking shape. 
It will produce a series of online educational modules, in state of the art detail, 
with a range of subjects including ovarian stimulation, unexplained infertility and 
IUI, reproductive genetics, endometriosis and specifics of ART. To support the 
quality of the educational material produced, the IFFS are in the process of estab-
lishing a Board to review content produced for this programme. 

As the Academy programme expands so the pool of content experts and develop-
ers will require expansion and we encourage any practitioner with relevant ex-
pertise, interested in global education in reproductive medicine and keen to work 
with the IFFS on this programme to approach us directly or through their national 
society. 
Finally we acknowledge with thanks Merck Pharmaceuticals whose unrestricted 
grant has supported the establishment of the IFFS Academy and the development 
of its first online course. 

Dr. Richard Kennedy, 
IFFS Academy
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- By Dr. Antti PERHEENTUPA, IFFS Director of Communication
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Introducing 
The completely 
new IFFS 
website

The new IFFS website was launched in October 2021 and has so far proven 
to be a functional platform with a modern visual experience. The website 
also showcases the different functions of the federation to the existing and 

possible future partners and collaborators.

The new look for IFFS

A completely new visual portfolio was created, and all of the website pages 
have a fresh, but familiar feel as the main color green remains at the core of the 
visual feel. You will also notice that the IFFS logo has had a facelift. The simple 
global logo is a continuum of the design theme of the website, or perhaps the 
other way around.

New content
Membership

Online member applications are one of the most important new functions. 
Applications for both interested societies as well as individual memberships are 
available online. An individual membership offers among other benefits access 
to the IFFS online educational platform. For a complete list of benefits for the 
member societies and individual members, please see the website.

Education

Several interesting new educational materials are now available through the 
new IFFS website. IFFS Academy is built on a number of modules on different 
topics of interest. The first one “Quality and safety in infertility & assisted re-
production” has already been launched, and the second one “Introduction to 
infertility – the basics” will be launched shortly. Modules on “Unexplained infer-
tility”, “Ovarian stimulation” and “Male factor infertility” are also being prepared 
and will hopefully be available later this year.  It is worth mentioning that the 
IFFS Academy faculty have completed a “How to become an eTeacher” in or-
der to specifically learn about special requirements for the online pedagogical 
approach. Altogether, four “knowledge pills” were completed during 2021, and 
these are available for view if you missed them or want to go back for any de-
tails. Likewise, workshops and webinars remain available for review. As educa-
tion is an ongoing process, so is the online educational material. The IFFS Acade-
my has been recently started



Member societies

A World map with most of the member societies placed in their geographical 
location with the appropriate contact information is available.
Introductory videos of the member societies from the recent 2022 Virtual 
World Congress are being prepared for the website for all those interested to 
learn more about all and any IFFS member society of interest. 

Publications

Global Reproductive Health
Our international multidisciplinary journal is linked to the IFFS website. Basic 
information and a simple link to the Journal homepage is available. Our aim is 
to further improve the promotion of GRH through the website. 

Surveillance

The 2022 IFFS Surveillance is already available on the website, along with the 
earlier surveillance reports.

Trending

This is a new topic, however, so far, the most interesting part the Covid Center 
has existed already on the previous version of our site. You can also find IFFS 
Campaigns here. The subheading IFFS Forum is still being developed to pro-
mote interaction between members and member societies. Your suggestions 
for this part (as well as other parts of the website) are warmly welcome.   

WHO and our other Global partners each have their own section.
 
The Future

As the spectrum of IFFS functions is increasing the website is an ongoing pro-
ject, it not only requires constant attention but also new features and content 
are being evaluated and added. All suggestions for improving the functions as 
well as the content of the IFFS website are encouraged. So please welcome to 
the new IFFS website - browse through, comment, take part and get involved! 
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Contact +1-856-423-0047
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19 Mantua Road, Mt. Royal | New Jersey, 08061 USA
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IFFS Working Group Global Fertility Demographics Project

IFFS Global Fertility Demographics Project in Pictures

The Working group had the 
opportunity to meet for 2 days, face 
to face, in Amsterdam, to finalise 
the research part of the project.  A 
manuscript submission is imminent. 
The second part of the project is 
knowledge dissemination, the focus 
for the 2022-2023 period. All Societies 
will be asked to help disseminate the 
conclusions and recommendations of 
this Project. 

The IFFS is grateful to Ferring Pharmaceuticals for the support offered to this very 
important project.

The IFFS Global Fertility Demographics project, sponsored by Ferring Pharmaceuticals 
aims to synthesize knowledge in such areas as: global changes in fertility patterns and 
implications, infertility prevalence, awareness and prevention, infertility 
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GLOBAL REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH

Global Reproductive Health is the Premier Journal, peer reviewed, of IFFS. It is pub-
lished four times per year; and has been published for the past four years.  It is 
composed of original articles, review articles, updates, abstracts from meetings and 
the IFFS Surveillance, published every 3 years. We welcome articles from all topics 
in reference to Women’s Health. Those related to reproductive endocrinology and 
infertility are a priority. We are also most interested in receiving articles from re-
searchers practicing in low and middle income countries.

IFFS is an educational organization and, whenever possible, we also publish articles 
that originate from presentations at the many and varied educational endeavors we 
participate in.  For details see the IFFS Education page.
In addition there are other Motifs that are part of our mission including: updating 
and commenting on our Practice Guidelines and virtual Interviews pertaining to our 
published articles.

The average article is composed of 1,500 words, one or two illustrations and five to 
ten references.
We publish all articles online, as they are approved, which usually takes approxi-
mately two to three weeks from submission. Although we publish quarterly issues, 
articles are available online in a running manner as soon as they are approved for 
publication.

We are reconstituting our editorial board and welcome new nominees; people who 
would like to serve in this capacity.
A technique that we like to use is to obtain the best articles from various meeting we 
attend. We solicit articles in person. This has been somewhat held in abeyance be-
cause of the pandemic and subsequent necessary virtual meetings. We look forward 
to meeting our authors face to face again.

IFFS has an exemplary Web Page and articles from Global Reproductive Health are 
published on our web page.

IFFS is a growing organization and one of the perks of membership is a subscription 
to Global Reproductive Health an online journal which emphasizes current global 
issues published in a timely manner.

Alan Decherney
Editor in Chief

https://journals.lww.com/drh/pages/default.aspx
https://www.iffsreproduction.org/education/


As a Non-State Actor (NSA) we promote and de-
velop educational initiatives in the field of repro-
ductive health in support of World Health Organ-
ization (WHO) @who aims and objectives and the 
renewed focus and prioritization the WHO @who 
has given to infertility as a disease.

Please Visit our website for more details: 
https://www.iffsreproduction.org/
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